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GUIDE FOR
CONTROLLERS

SAFE USE OF
INFLATABLES

INTRODUCTION

DEFINITIONS

t ded to be avalla'_ |
Attendant - Any person over the age of 16 and appointed to work
under the control and direction of an operator to assist in the
operation of the inflatable device.

Owners or operators of inflatable devices will need to carry out a
risk assessment of their activities to determine the control
measures necessary to avoid risk or reduce risk to acceptable
levels. This is relatively easy to do using the manufacturer’s
information and instructions for safe operation. Carrying out a
suitable and sufficient risk assessment is a requirement of the
Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999 (as
amended)




EQUIPMENT CERTIFICATION

es a I_|de or for '.boun'cmg upon“'
to be tested at st "table mtervals byacompetent person.
Bouncy castles, inflatable slides and obstacle courses are
covered by the PIPA scheme; bungee runs and rodeo bulls are
not.

Regular Inspection of Equipment

In addition to the certification of inflatable devices, The
Provision of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 require
inflatable devices to be maintained and inspected at suitable
intervals to ensure they remain in a good order and state of

repair. Any deterioration in the device should be detected, and
remedial action taken, in good time.

Testing of Equipment

Each inflatable must be tested at suitable intervals, which is
usually once every 12 months, by a suitably competent person.
Inspectors registered under the Register of Play Inspectors

International (RPIl) and ADIPS Bureau are accepted as
competent for this purpose.



mailto:office@adips.co.uk
http://www.pipa.org.uk/
mailto:info@pipa.org.uk

Daily checks

tub'e connectlon is in good condltlon

| f_'"'and is flrmly flxed to the blower;
The blower is posmoned correctly, adequately protected
or guarded and is not causing a tripping hazard:
Rules of play are clearly displayed (e.g. remove shoes;
remove all sharp, hard and dangerous objects; do not eat,
drink or chew gum whilst using the inflatable).
The maximum fall-off height on all open sides is no
greater than 750 mm;
All hard landing surfaces are covered by with a soft
landing material such as dense gym mats, or equivalent
material, of at least 25 mm thickness extending for a
distance of at least 1.2 m from the open side;
Safety mats used indoors are fire-resistant.
Never allow an inflatable device to be used until any
defects identified during the daily checks are rectified.




Safe Operation of the Inflatable

ples should r 1 WI _ or gusts are in excess
of -e}maxlmum safe wind speed specufled by the manufacturer
The mdustry recommends a maximum wind speed of Force 5 on the
Beaufort scale of 30-38 kph (19-24 mph). Force 5 is a fresh breeze
when small trees in leaf begin to sway; whereas Force 6 is a strong
breeze when large branches are in motion and umbrellas can only
be handled with difficulty. Weather forecasts should be obtained
from the Meteorological Office ahead of inflatable amusement

devices being used outdoors, and wind speeds must be regularly

monitored with an anemometer.
Other hazards:

The controller or operator should ensure the inflatable device is
sited well away from possible hazards such as overhead power
lines and obstacles with hazardous projections (e.g. fences). If the
ground surface is abrasive, oily or dirty, a ground sheet should be
used to prevent wear and tear of the base material. Ropes and
straps must be positioned or protected to eliminate trip hazards.



https://www.pipa.org.uk/files/is05-securing-inflatables-on-hard-standing-outside.pdf

fective training in the

of the device; including:

e The method of operating the device;

e Safe methods of assembly/dismantling, where applicable; and

how to undertake a daily check;
The controller should ensure that all operators and attendants
receive effective training in the operation of the device including:
e Safe entry/exit for users;
e Safe anchoring of the inflatable;
Crowd control measures and barrier systems;
Measures to be taken in the event of power failure;

Procedures for reporting accidents, defects or breakdowns;

Your contact details in the case of an emergency.




ertainment/fairgrounds/fags htminfla

Fairgkounds and Amusement Parks: Guidance on Safe
Practices HSG175
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg175.htm

BS 14960 - 1:2019 Inflatable play equipment. . Safety
requirements and test methods (for manufacture and operation).

Register of Play Iqspect_ors International - Making Play Safe
www.playinspectars.com
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